Date

Ms. Jill DeSouge

47405 Whiskey Lane Ext
Tickfaw, LA 70466

Re: Board Docket No. 2020-807

Dear Ms. DeSouge:

the Parish, accounts payable section.

FACTS PROVIDED

You provided that you are employed by Tangipahoa Parish Gp“vﬁ n accounts payable. You
provided that you do not sign checks and you do not appr@%e«szbn&facts for the Parlsh You only

v ¢1 You would like to know if KA JI
gendent contractor, may subcontract with
dfill for the parish. Further, you stated, if it
b "‘1““Wllllng not to contract with or accept any
compensation from parlsh contractors m son uses the company truck to haul material to

the landfill.

their own trucks and/or mr@
example, RAWL has %ee% ]:Jn lc}WeSt bidder and won the contract in the past. In the past RAWL

(%Rendent CDL drivers to haul material to the landfill.

When the _]Ob is coa;np t¢ the bid winner submits an invoice to the purchasing agent to approve,

ol

then the i 1nV01ce gﬁew )

the ﬁnance director to approve, and then you process the check. The check

ISSUES

Whether the Code of Governmental Ethics would prohibit your son from being employed,
independently or as an employee of KA-JI Construction with RAWL or a similar situated
contractor with Tangipahoa Parish while you are employed with the Parish?



LAW

La. R.S. 42:1111C(2)(d) provides that no public servant and no legal entity in which the public
servant exercises control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, shall receive any
thing of economic value for or in consideration of services rendered, or to be rendered, to or for
any person during his public service unless such services are: (d) Neither performed for nor
compensated by any person or from any officer, director, agent, or employee of such person, if
such public servant knows or reasonably should know that such person has or is seeking to obtain
contractual or other bus1ness or financial relationships Wlth the pubhc servant's agency

cds:ervant s immediate
famlly or a legal entity in which he has controlllng interest from Mddm on or enterlng into any

servant s agency.
La.R.S. 42 1114 proV1des that each pubhc servant an¢
reasonably expected to know through a P
public servant, or (2) has bid on or entefgs

contract, subcontract, or any transactlo
such public servant shall disclose ce

“h,lch gl“ﬁ is regulated by the agency of such
Hito_or rsjt‘rn any way financially interested in any

i} %dgﬁ “ h%&qul’VlSlon or Jurrsdrctron of the agency of
in im%n '

The Board concluded, and”h sttueted me to advise you, that under the specific circumstances
presented above, Sectlomh LﬂQﬁQﬁ(d) of the Code Would prohibit KA-JI Construction, LLC frorn

,

business or ﬁnancm lohshrp with RAWL, or the lowest bidder, because your office processes
the check. Howevegﬁ ng her Section 1111C2(d) nor Section 1113A of the Code would prohibit
your son from l?é‘rn Semployed by RAWL or another contractor to haul material to a landfill
provided the @arls;, contractor pays him directly and the subcontract is not under the supervision
or jurisdiction @f your agency, the accounts payable section.

La. RS. 42:1113A prohibits a public servant or a member of such public servant’s immediate
family or a legal entity in which he has controlling interest from bidding on or entering into any
contract, subcontract or other transaction that is under the supervision or jurisdiction of the public
servant’s agency. The contract or subcontract to haul materials to the landfill is not under your
agency the accounts payable section.



Additionally, Brody DeSouge, if awarded a subcontract to haul materials to the landfill, may be
required to file a disclosure statement in compliance with Section 1114 of the Code. Section
1114 provides that the public servant and the immediate family member who are in any way
interested in a contract or other transaction under the supervision of the public servant’s agency
are required to file a disclosure statement with the Board of Ethics. Since his mother’s agency,
accounts payable, has supervision over the transacting the check to pay RAWL or other similarly
situated contractor.

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts presented
may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of Ethics. The Board igsues no
opinion as to past conduct or laws other than Code of Governmental Ethics. If youhave any
questions, please contact me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.

Sincerely,
LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Suzanne Quinlan Mooney
For the Board



